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Music development plan summary: Uplands and 
Brimble Hill Schools. 
  

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026 - 2027 

Date this summary was published September 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2027 

Name of the school music lead Leslea Hunt 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Leslea Hunt 

Name of local music hub  Swindon 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Autism Music and a specialist 
music and dance teacher 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our students across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help students and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

students’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

Curriculum: 

Uplands School and Brimble Hill School publish their music curriculum on the school 

website as part of the Curriculum Handbook and long-term planning information.   

Music skills are interwoven into much of our curriculum due to our extensive focus on 

communication.  Daily focus on skill such as listening, will often develop and be 

supported by musical skill.  There is a clear emphasis on rhythmic activity, 

improvisation and exploration. Further information can be found on our Curriculum 

Pathway page. 

Brimble Hill is a school for students aged 4 – 11 years with severe (SLD) or profound 

and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD). 

Uplands is a school for students aged 11 – 19 years with severe (SLD) or profound and 

multiple learning difficulties (PMLD).  
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Our students will often have additional complex needs. Attainment on entry for all our 

students is well below the national age related expectation and all our students 

have an Education Health and Care Plan. 

We recognise and celebrate each student’s individuality and ensure that we do 

everything we can to support the development of their knowledge and skills and 

provide them with experiences to prepare them for the next stage of their lives. The 

curriculum is ambitious and personalised to ensure that each student receives the right 

support at the right time to enable them to mature, make progress and be able to 

communicate with those around them.  Our website details how we ensure we meet 

the needs of all learners at the schools. 

Students have access to a wide range of instruments that are easily accessible and 

suitable for various motor skills, such as large percussion, shakers, and instruments 

that produce tactile vibrations. 

 

Opportunities for singing and playing instruments throughout the day: 

During the day, learners can play instruments in sensory sessions, lessons with a 

musical focus and musical appreciation sessions.  Our curriculum is a vehicle for 

delivering learners personal learning goals and many of these can be achieved using 

instruments.  Instruments are used to develop listening and communication skills.  For 

example, in our PMLD classes, drums might be used to indicate choices made or to 

communicate a response to a question.  Singing and listening to music is used 

throughout the school day.  Our semi-formal and informal classes use singing to 

support transitions and routines.  Music and singing are also used to support 

regulation.  In our pre-formal classes singing/music helps support a calm start to the 

day.  Singing is also used in swimming lessons to promote independence and activity. 

 

Partnerships: 

The school is supported by Autism Music and a specialist music and dance teacher.  

The Swindon Music hub provides a drumming option for sixth formers.  

 

Music qualifications: 

Our learners follow highly individualised curriculums tailored to individual need.  As a 

result, they do not participate in GCSE qualifications, A levels.  Further information on 

the qualifications our learners can access can be found on our school website 

(Qualifications page) 
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Part B: Choir and extra-curricular 

Both schools have access to a school choir.  Learners can attend at lunchtime and is 

inclusive of all.  Senior members of staff support this experience to ensure that as 

many learners as possible can join.  A total communication approach is used 

throughout the school day, and this continues in choir.  Choir is a joyful part of the 

school day and is celebrated in whole school assemblies where the choir may perform 

for the other learners. 

The method of delivery of extracurricular music should be appropriate to the needs of 

the individual learner and reflect the aims and objectives of a particular learning 

experience. As such we do not offer formal tuition outside of class but would look to 

facilitate this if a student were interested and able. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

All year groups were able to access a musical roadshow performance that was chosen 

by the learners themselves (after they had raised money to fund this themselves).  The 

roadshow enabled learners to hear and see a range of musical instruments as well as 

see a performance. 

The schools invite a pantomime into school each Christmas.  This allows learners to 

experience how music can be experienced in developing mood, atmosphere and 

character.  This also supports musical listening.  

Singing in assembly happens twice weekly.  Learners are encouraged to participate 

and for some, this includes performing at the front to their peers. 

Celebration days/weeks also provide opportunities for musical performance and 

experience.  For example, the schools held a festival week in the summer term that 

included opportunities to listen to and perform alongside a range of music genres. 

All musical experiences are provided at no cost to parents. 

Uplands School and Brimble Hill School use music to:  

• enhance learning in maths lessons  

• increase engagement and joint attention  

• encourage intensive interactions 
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Areas for Development 

Next steps: 

Seven key features of high-quality music provision, as laid out in the national plan for 

music education: 

Timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for KS1 

to KS3.  

• Access to lessons across a range of instruments, including singing.  

• A school choir or vocal ensemble.  

• A school ensemble, band or group.  

• Space for rehearsals and individual practice.  

• A termly school performance.  

• Opportunities to enjoy live music performances, at least once a year. 

 

1. Timetabled curriculum music for KS1 (and other key stages across the two 

schools) 

To develop staff skills in using musical skills across the curriculum.  Musical skills are 

detailed within our medium term planning (provided for teachers) however, we 

recognise that staff will be at a different stage of their musical professional 

development journey.  There are plans to audit current skill levels and provide CPD to 

support the findings.  CPD will be provided by the Swindon Music Hub and the member 

of staff who is a music specialist. 

 

2. Access to lessons across a range of instruments, including singing 

The schools want to develop their opportunities for instrument learning through the 

Swindon Music Hub.  Uplands are working with the Swindon Music Hub and our sixth 

form students to develop an understanding of how they could support us with music in 

the younger years.  Once this programme is agreed we will work with them to put it in 

place this year. 

Through professional development we hope to promote music as a tool for emotional 

development and personal reflection, helping students to express themselves and 

connect with others through shared musical experiences. 

 

3. A school ensemble, band or group 

4. Space for rehearsals and individual practice 

5. A termly school performance 
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The school has plans to develop opportunities for performance and extracurricular 

opportunity.  The schools are preparing to work alongside a local performance 

company to develop singing and performance opportunities at the school.  This will 

include lunchtime opportunities for extracurricular music.  There is a space for this to 

take place in. 

Further information  

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

Local music hub:  Swindon Music Service 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicEducationHubs#section-1
https://smscio.org/
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